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M ar i o Ro d r i g u ez
Cherry Hill, N.J.

Several times a year at Philadelphia Furniture
Workshop, Rodriguez teaches a Master Class
in which students attend classes one weekend
a month. Because students take their project
home between classes to work on it, Rodriguez
picks a piece for the class that is relatively
portable. But he also wants the project to stretch
the students’ skill set—and sometimes his
own, too. This dresser mirror in mahogany and
curly maple, based on one by the Federal-era
masters John and Thomas Seymour, was just the
ticket. Rodriguez made the sand-shaded lunette
banding above the drawers in yellowheart with
ebony stringing, using a technique he learned
from fellow period furniture maker Freddy
Roman. The drawer sides are pine and the brass
hardware is from Whitechapel. The piece is 10 in.
deep by 23 in. wide by 14 in. tall.
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Quentin Kelley
Milton, Mass.

Kelley based the design of this chair on one
his client liked. The original, made by an
Italian manufacturer, was badly proportioned,
so Kelley resized his version. He also thought
he could improve on the details of the arms,
crest rail, back splat, and seat apron. So he
designed a chair of soft maple, adding dark
stain and upholstery according to the client’s
wishes. Then he made this version (21 in.
deep by 21 in. wide by 39 in. tall) for himself,
leaving it unfinished and upholstering the
seat with simple muslin fabric. It took about
100 hours to complete. Photo: Christian
Phillips

Submissions
Readers Gallery provides design
inspiration by showcasing the work
of our readers. For submission
instructions and an entry form, go
to FineWoodworking.com/RG.
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